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Medical  Officer’s  Report 


“Brooklands,” 

New  Tredegar. 
March  24TH,  1926. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the 

Bedwellty  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  December 

1925. 

The  Report  is  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  Memoran- 
dum issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  which  states  that  such 
report  should  be  of  a detailed  character,  known  as  a “ Survey 
Report  ” and  contain  a comprehensive  review  of  the  measure  of 
progress,  etc.,  made  in  the  area  during  the  preceding  five  years 

Situation,  Physical  Features.  General  Character 
of  your  District,  Condition  of  Population. 

The  Urban  District  of  Bedwellty,  with  an  area  of  7,274.635 
acres,  occupies  portions  of  the  parellel  valleys  of  the  Rhvmney  and 
Sirhowy  rivers,  which  run  almost  directly  noith  and  south.  To  the 
north  of  the  area  lie  the  Rhvmney  and  Tredegar  Urban  Districts  ; 
to  the  south  the  Mynyddislwyn  Urban  District  ; to  the  west  the 
river  Rhymney  and  the  Gellygaer  Urban  District  in  the  Countv  of 
Glamorgan  ; to  the  east  of  the  Sirhowy  river  and  the  Ebbw  Vale 
Abercarn,  and  Mynyddislwvn  Urban  Districts. 

The  district  consists  of  chains  of  colliery  villages  in  two 
valleys,  with  farms  and  other  houses  on  the  hills  The  bulk  of  the 
population  is  engaged  in  coal  mining  ; an  iron  foundry  and 
quarrying  occupy  a few  men;,  the  remaining  population  is  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits. 

The  width  of  the  district  varies  from  i i to  nearly  3 miles  ; it 
is  between  6 and  7 miles  in  length. 

Geologically  the  soil  consists  of  sand  and  gravel  overlying 
Boulder  Clay  containing  fragments  of  Old  Red  Sandstone  ; beneath 
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this  is  Pennant  Rock  and  the  Lower  Coal  Measure  of  the  South 
Wales  Coalfield. 

The  population  at  1911  census  was  22,551  ; and  the  number 
of  houses  was  4,079,  giving  an  average  of  5.5  per  house  ; in  1921 
the  population  was  31,089;  giving  an  average  of  7.3  per  house,  the 
number  of  houses  being  approximately  4.206 

The  estimated  population  in  1925  was  32,968,  and  the  number 
of  houses  was  5,866,  giving  an  average  of  5.62  per  house 

Building  operations  are  being  carried  out  extensively  in  the 
middle  and  lower  part  of  the  area,  but  in  spite  of  developments 
there  is  still  a good  deal  of  overcrowding  in  the  district,  and 
frequently  two  families  or  more  occupy  the  same  house 


Vital  Statistics. 


The 

Males 

Females 


BIRTHS  registered  during  the  year  were: — 


Rhymney  Valley 

Sirhowy  Valley 

Total 

• • 

324 

*43 

467 

301 

128 

429 

625 
*■  ‘ - 

27 1 

896 

Shewing  a BIRTH-RA'I'E  of  28  per  thousand  of  estimated 
population. 

The  Birth  Rates  for  the  fn  e years  1921 -1925  were  as  follows: — 

34  8 per  thousand 
27-7 
29-9 
28.3 


The 

Males 

Females 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 
JU25 

DEATHS 


28 

11 

:red  during  th 

ie  year  were: — 

mey  Valley 

Sirhowy  Valley 

Total 

1 26 

73 

199 

117 

32 

*49 

243 

105 

348 

Shewing  a DEATH  RATE  of  10.8  per  thousand  of  estimated 
population 

The  ages  of  these  were  as  follows: — 


Rhymney  Valley 

Sirhowy  Valley 

Total 

Under  1 year  62 

20 

82 

1 year  and  under  65  142 

57 

199 

65  years  and  upwards  39 

28 

67 

243 

105 

34« 
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During  the  years  1921-1925  the  Death  Rate  for  eachyear 
was  as  follows: — 


1921 

1 1.4  per  thousand 

1922 

11.6 

•923 

11.28 

1924 

9-9 

!925 

108  ,, 

Infantile  Mortality 


j . The  deaths  under  one  year  were  82 

giving  an  infantile  mortality  of  91.5  per  1000  births  registered 
In  1921  the  rate  was  1 1 1 per  1000  births  registered 

1922  „ 99 

1923  ,,  81.4 

1924  „ 81.87 

*925  1.  91  5 


Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. — 

Rhymney  Valley  Si.  howy  Valley  Total 
Scarlet  Fever  ...  2 — 2 

Diphtheria  ...  d — 6 

Whoophing  Cough  ...  2 1 3 

Measles  ...  7 2 9 


>7 
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Giving  a Zymotic  diseases  death  rate  of  .6  per  1000  per  annum 
The  rate  for  1921  was  .84  per  1000  per  annum 

1922  „ .37 

!923  ..  M 

1924  M '5 

1925  ..  .6 


Tuberculosis. — The  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
in  the  district  were  as  follows: — 

Rhymney  Valley  4 Sirhowy  Valley  3 Total  7 

Giving  a death  rate  of  ,2r  per  1000 

In  1921  the  rate  was  .40  per  1000 

1922  ,,  .28  ,. 

1923  „ .59 

1924  » 24 

1925  „ .21 

The  Deaths  from  all  Tubercular  diseases  were  as  follows: 

Rhymney  Valley  10  Sirhowy  Valley  5 Total  15 

Giving  a Death  Rate  of  .45  per  1000 


The  Death  Rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  for  the  five 
years  1921-1925  was  as  follows: — 

1921  ...  .62  per  1000 

1922  ...  .40 


1923 

1924 
>925 


.25 

.18 

•45 


Infectious  Diseases. 


1 lie  following  fable  gives  the  number  of  Infectious  Diseases 
notified  from  each  Ward  in  the  area- — 


VVa  rds 

j Scarlet  Fever 

J Diphtheria 

' Pneumonia 

Tuberculosis 

Chicken  Pox 

Opthalmia 

Neonatorium 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal 

Fever 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

Enteric  Fever 

No.  Notified  in 
each  Ward 

New  Tredegar 

6 

18 

5 

9 

47 

2 

I 

I 

89 

Phillipstown  .. 

7 

6 

2 

1 

I 

1 7 

Aberbargoed 

5 

24 

6 

5 

I 

2 

46 

Fleur-de-lis  .. 

10 

2 

8 

T3 

33 

Cefn  Fforest ... 

8 

7 

r 

1 

l 

18 

Blackwood 

7 

5 

9 

1 

I 

I 

24 

Argoed 

3 

T 

3 

13 

I 

21 

Markham 

r 

9 

I 

I 

2 

14 

Hollybush  . . 

1 

5 

1 

7 

35 

87 

15 

39 

79 

2 

9 

t 

I 

I 

269 

During  the  past  year  269  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 
notified,  as  compared  with  1 88  cases  in  1924 


I he  majority  of  cases  notified  were  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever 
and  Chicken  Pox. 

In  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever,  all 
cases  were  visited  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  receipt  of  notifica- 
tion, by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  instructions  given  for  isola- 
tion or  their  removal  to  Hospital 

A total  of  123  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Enteric 
Fever  were  notified  during  the  year  of  that  number  1 16  were  taken 
to  your  Isolation  Hospital 

Enquiries  are  made  as  to  the  possible  source  ot  infection  and 
the  condition  of  the  house  is  also  investigated. 

When  patients  are  not  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospbal,  a 
postcard,  addressed  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  is  left  at  the  house, 
and  when  the  patient  has  rec averecl,  this  is  signed  by  the  Medical 
Attendant  and  returned.  O 1 receipt  of  this  card  the  rooms  and 
bedding  at  e disinfected  as  soon  as  possible. 

Intimation  is  sent  to  he  id  teachers  of  schools  when  cases  of 
infectious  disease  occur  among  the  scholars,  also  notice  after  the 
house  has  been  disinfected. 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. — As  reported  in  pre- 
vious years  compliance  with  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification) 
Acts  is  not  very  general 

The  incidence  of  the  various  Infectious  Diseases  in  your 
different  wards  cannot  be  accepted  as  correct  owing  to  the  non- 
observance  of  some  Medical  Practitioners  of  the  Notification  of 
Infectious  Diseases  Act.  This  is  more  marked  in  Tuberculosis  and 
the  Ministry  of  Health  (Wales)  has  drawn  the  notice  of  the  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  to  this  fact  and  advise  their  Councils  to  take 
steps  to  remedy  their  lapse,  then  early  notification  would  enable 
their  treatment  being  taken  in  hand  earlier  and  this  would  give  the 
patients  a better  chance  of  recovery,  as  well  as  assist  in  preventing 
the  dissemination  of  these  diseases 

Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  at  Coedmoeth  Common  has  been  very 
largely  used  during  the  year  with  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet 
Fever.  The  present  accommodation  consists  of  six  wards,  with 
fifty-live  beds 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  consisted  of  Matron,  Staff 
Nurse,  two  Probationer  Nurses,  to  Wardmaids,  one  Laundrymaid 
temporary  cook  and  caretakers 

The  following  improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  the 
Hospital  during  the  last  five  years:  — 

(1)  New  approach  road 

(2)  Installation  of  electric  light 

(3)  New  Motor  Ambulance 

(4)  Erection  of  Caretaker’s  Cottage 

(5)  Erection  of  Garage  and  Mortuary 

(6)  Reconstruction  of  part  of  disinfection  chamber 

(7)  Installation  of  wireless  set 

(8)  Improoing  the  grounds  by  planting  bushes  and  flowers 

(9)  New  furniture  for  top  block. 

Number  of  patients  in  hospital  at  biginning  of  yeir — 

Scarlet  Fever  2 Diphtheria  4 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  year — 

Scarlet  Fever  32  Diphtheria  83  Enteric  Fever  1 

Number  of  deaths  in  hospital  during  year — 

Scarlet  Fever  2 Diphtheria  6 

Number  of  patients  remaining  in  hospital  on  the  1st  January 
1926 — 


Scarlet  Fever  Nil 


Diphtheria  2 
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The  number  of  patients  treated  at  the  Hospital  during  the  five 
years  1921-1925,  and  the  deaths  at  the  Hospital  during  that  period 
are  as  follows: — 


Year 

Number  of  Patients 

Deaths 

Number  of  Days  in 
Hospital  prior  to  Death 

1921 

Scarlet  Fever 

263 

. 1 

29  days 

Diphtheria 

24 

2 

1 days  and  2 days 

Enteric  hever 

2 

. — 

— 

1922 

Scarlet  Fever 

43 





Diphtheria 

32 

. I 

...  14  days 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

. 

— 

1923 

Scarlet  Fever 

40 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

32 

2 

3 days  and  2 day9 

I9-M 

Scarlet  Fever 

iS 

— 

Diphtheria 

53 

2 

12  hrs  & 18  days 

1925 

...  Scarlet  Fever 

33 

# 

— 

Diphtheria 

85 

• 4 

..  3 dys,  8 ds,  6 & 2ds. 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

. — 

..  — 

Total 

627 

12 

The  subsidence  in  the  grounds  of  your  Isolation  Hospital 
will,  probably  at  no  distant  date,  necessitate  new  buildings  The 
arrangements  of  the  different  blocks  then  should  include  an 
observation  block,  because,  after  the  admission  of  cases  some- 
times it  is  discovered  that  the  illness  is  of  a different  nature;  but 
those  patients,  having  been  admitted  into  the  fever  wards,  have  to 
be  kept  there  under  observation  in  case  they  are  victims  of  the 
disease  contracted  by  them  since  their  introduction  amongst  those 
suffering  in  those  wards.  An  observation  block  would  obviate 
this,  as  they  could  return  earlier  to  their  homes,  their  stay  at  the 
hospital  being  shorter,  the  cost  of  their  maintenance  would  be 
less.  The  maintenance  of  your  hospital  compares  very  favour- 
ably with  similar  hospitals  in  neighbouring  areas  as  to  expenses 
and  results. 

The  death  rate  has  been  very  low,  and  would  have  probably 
been  still  lower  if  cases  were  notified  earlier  and  their  admission 
into  hospital  expedited,  as  some  of  the  cases  are  moribund  on 
admission  ; and  in  diphtheria  cases,  especially  the  delay  in  ad- 
ministering Anti-toxin,  which  is  done  immediately  on  admission 
into  hospital,  gravely  tends  to  a greater  fatality  among  the  victims. 

Public  Health  (S^revention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations  >925 

The  Regulations  are  made  with  a view  to  preventing  a person 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  being  engaged  in  an  occupation  in- 
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volving  the  handling  by  him  of  milk  under  such  conditions  as  to 
create  a danger  of  infection  of  the  milk. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the 
Regulations  during  the  year. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62 

Section  62  of  the  above  Act  enables  a Local  Authority  to 
apply  to  a court  of  summary  jurisdiction  for  an  order  for  the  removal 
to  a hospital  or  institution,  of  any  person  who  is  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  is  in  an  infectious  state,  and  for  his 
detention  and  maintenance  therein  for  such  period,  not  exceeding 
three  months,  as  the  court  thinks  fit. 

During  the  year,  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  apply  for  an 
order  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  a patient  to  hospital. 

Water  Supply  : — The  Water  Supply  ot  the  Council’s  area 
in  the  Sirhowy  Valley  is  under  the  control  of  the  Council,  who 
purchase  water  in  bulk  from  the  Tredegar  Urban  District  Council. 
This  water  comes  from  a spring  above  Nantybwch,  known  as 
Ffynon  Shon  Sheffrey,  and  is  impounded  in  the  reservoir  from 
which  it  passes  through  mechanical  filters  before  distribution. 

The  Water  Supply  of  the  Council’s  area  in  the  Rhymney 
Valley  is  under  the  control  of  the  Rhymney  Valley  Water  Board. 

The  supplies  ate  received  from  various  local  sources — for 
instance,  Cefn  Fforest  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Britannia 
Colliery,  which  is  a very  hard  water  ; but  the  main  source  fo 
supply  is  from  the  Tuff  Fechan  Water  Board,  which  has  taken 
over  the  powers  of  the  Merthyr  County  Borough. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  whole  of  the  Sirhowy  Valley  Sewers  are  connected  with 
the  Western  Valleys  Trunk  Scheme. 

In  the  Rhymney  Valley,  the  construction  of  the  Trunk 
Sewer  is  nearly  completed,  and  it  is  hoped  to  have  all  sewers  con- 
nected up  in  the  near  future. 

Scavenging 

Scavenging  carts  remove  the  House  refuse  each  day,  and 
same  is  deposited  at  the  tips,  which*  are  looked  after  by  the 
Council’s  employees.  The  whole  of  the  area  is  done  by  contra  t. 
As  in  previous  reports,  I wish  to  call  your  attention  to  ilie 
vehicles  employed  for  this  purpose  ; they  are  still  the  no  -n  carts 
with  no  covering.  If  there  is  any  breeze  at  all,  the  contents  are 
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blown  about  in  every  direction,  spreading  germs  of  every  de- 
scription. 

Difficulty  is  experienced  in  getting  people  to  put  out  their 
ashbins  and  in  preventing  them  from  dumping  refuse  on  to  back 
roads,  vacant  land,  or  into  streams.  Warnings  have  been  issued 
from  time  to  time  and  notices  served. 

Another  matter  requiring  the  attention  of  the  householder  is 
the  amount  of  vegetable  refuse  and  papers  put4into  the  bins  for 
removal.  Such  waste  matters  should  be  burnt  in  the  kitchen  fire. 
Paper  and  light  substances  get  blown  about  from  the  uncovered 
ashcarts  by  the  wind,  and  so  the  streets  become  littered  with 
such  refuse. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

I here  are  four  registered  common  lodging-houses  in  the 
district — two  at  Blackwood,  one  at  Argced  and  one  at  Pengam. 
Considerable  attention  has  been  given  to  these  places  by  the 
Inspectors  during  the  year,  with  good  results.  No  new  lodging 
houses  have  been  registered  during  the  last  five  years. 

Factories  and  Workshops 

I here  are  97  Workshops,  including  bakeries,  on  the  register. 

Under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  each  Local 
Authority  is  obliged  to  keep  a Register  of  Workshops  and  Work- 
places, and  to  forward  to  other  Authorities  the  addresses  of  out- 
workers employed  by  masters  in  their  district,  but  who  reside  in 
other  districts. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  required  to  report  to  the 
Home  Office  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  the  administration  of 
the  Act  in  their  district  during  the  preceding  year,  with  regard 
to  : — 

(a)  Cleanliness. 

(b)  Air  Space. 

(c)  Ventilation. 

(d)  Drainage  of  floors  on  which  wet  processes  are  carried  on. 

(e)  Provision  of  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  inspections  were  made  by  the  In- 
spectors during  the  year.  Two  notices  were  served  by  the  In- 
spector enforcing  lime  washing.  Both  notices  were  complied 
with. 

Nursing  Arrangements,  Hospital  and  other  In- 
stitutions available  for  the  District 

There  are  no  General  Hospitals  in  the  area  other  than  : — 
(1)  The  Powell  Duffryn  Company’s  Workmen’s  Hospital  at  Aber- 
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bargned,  and  Hip  i isp*  is  confined  practically  to  workmen  em- 
ployed at  the  collieries  ; (2)  The  Bedwellty  Council’s  Isolation 

Hospital — This  is  confined  to  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  (mainly 
Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever  cases) 

The  Council  does  not  provide  nurses  for  professional  nursing 
in  the  home. 

The  Comity  Council  provide  Lady  Health  Visitors. 

Sick  Nursing  is  done  by  Local  Nursing  Associations, 

Midwives  : -—The  Council  does  not  employ  midwives.  Iheie 
are  twenty  midwives  practising  in  the  district. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  provided  by  the 
County  Council  at  the  following  places  : — 

(1)  New  Tredegar,  at  Wesleyan  Methodist  Schoolroom. 

(2)  Abet  bargoed,  at  Domestic  Arts  Centre,  Council  Schools. 

(3)  Pengam,  at  Vine  House,  High  Street. 

(4)  Blackwood,  at  Parish  Hall,  Hall  Street. 

Tuberculosis  Clinics 

(1)  New  Tredegar,  Workmen’s  Hall  — 1st  and  3rd  Monday 

in  the  month  at  . 1 1 a.m. 

(2)  Pengam,  Post  Office — Every  Mondaj  in  the  month  at 

1 0.30  a m. 

Venereal  Clinics.  Nil  Patients  may  attend  Newport  Clinic 

Ambulance  Facilities 

♦ 

(a)  For  infectious  disease  cases  : Ambulance  provided  by 

the  Council. 

(b)  For  non-infectious  cuses  : There  is  no  ambulance  avail 
able  in  the  district  for  non-infectious  cases. 


Sanitary  Administration 

List  of  Acts,  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Local  Regulations 
relating  to  Public  Health  in  force  in  the  district  : — 

(a)  Public  Health  Act,  1875 

(b)  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901 

( c)  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1800 


[d]  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  1889 

[ej  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890 

[f]  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907 

[g]  Shops  Act,  1912 

[h]  Tuberculosis  Regulation,  1912 

[i  Bedwellty  Urban  District  Council  Act,  1912 

C J 1 1 1 1 11  11  1 9 ^ 5 

|k  Public  Health  Act,  1925 

[l]  Housing  Acts,  1909 — 1925 

[m]  Mills  and  Dairies  (Consolidation^  Act,  1915 

[n]  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924 

[o]  Public  Health  [Prevention  of  Tuberculosis]  Regula- 
tions, 1925 

[p]  Tuberculosis  Order  of  ^25  [No  2],  Meat  Inspection 

[q]  Bye  laws  re  cleansing  ot  footways  and  pavements,  nui- 
sances, common  lodging-houses,  new  streets  and  buildings  and 
slaughter-houses,  made  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  May, 
1893 

[r]  Bye-laws  re  removal  of  house  refuse,  cleansing  earth 
closets,  etc.,  made  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  1900 

In  1906,  a series  of  regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds 
ana  AinKsiiops  Order  were  adopted 


Public  Health  Staff 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  [part  time]  : D Rees  Roberts,  M.B. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  also  acts  as  Medical  Officer  of 
the  Council's  Isolation  Hospital 

Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

Mr  Dan  Powell,  A. R S I.  (Chief) 

Mr  E A C Long,  A.R.S.I. 

The  Inspectors  possess  the  certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  [London]  for  Meat  Inspection 

isolation  Hospital  Staff 

Matron  ...  ...  Miss  S Edwards 

Staff  Nurse...  ...  Miss  Mary  Vincent 

Caretakers  ...  Mr  & Mrs  F Williams 

Contributions  are  made  in  respect  of  the  salaries  of  the 
MO.H.  and  Inspectors 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 

Much  attention  has  been  paid  during  the  year  by  your  In- 
spectors to  the  remedying  of  defects  in  Cowsheds  and  to  improve 
the  Sanitation  generally 
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Tn  many  instances,  decided  improvements  as  regards  air. 
space  flooring,  drainage,  etc.,  have  been  carried  out 

No  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion, owing  to  the  County  Laboratory  being  unable  to  receive 
same 

Housing 

As  reported  in  previous  years,  numerous  cases  of  overcrowd- 
ing are  brought  to  notice 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

[a]  Total  ...  105 

[b]  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts, 

1919-24— 

[1]  By  Local  Authority  ...  3° 

[2]  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  75 

1 Unlit  dwell  ing  houses — 

Inspection  [i]  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in- 
spected for  housing  defects  (under  I’ublic  Health  Acts)  503 

[2]  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  Housing  [Inspection  of  District] 

Regulations,  1910  ...  283 

[3]  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  ...  Nil 

[4]  Number  of  dwelling  houses  [exclusive  of  tho^e 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  heading]  found  not  to  be 

in  all  respects  reasonably  lit  for  human  habitation  ...  47° 

2 Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  formal  notice 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  lit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  ...  305 

3 Action  under  Statutory  Powers  ...  99 

A — Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing  and 
Town  Planning  Act,  1910  ...  Nil 

B — Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

[1]  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  470 

[2]  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  [formal]  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied — 

[a]  by  Owners  ...  462 

[b]  by  Local  Authorities  in  default  of  owners  ...  8 
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C— Proceedings  under  Section  17  and  18  of  Housing 
and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909 

N umbei  of  repiesentations  made  with  a view  to 
making  Closing  Orders  Nil 

[2]  Number  of  dwelling  houses,  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made  # Nil 

[3_]  i Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Oideis  were  determined,  the  dwelling  houses 
having  been  rendered  ht  . Nil 

[4]  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  Nil 

More  houses  are  urgently  needed  in  your  district,  as  over- 
crowding is  very  prevalent. 

During  the  year,  105  were  certified  as  fit  for  human  habita- 
tion, as  compared  with  47  in  1924 

The  districts  in  which  the  houses  are  situated  are  as  follows  : 


Aberbargoed  Ward 
Pengam  „ 

Blackwood  ,, 

Argoed 


15 

1 

1 

88 


Total 
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For  the  five  years  1921-25,  the  number  of  new  houses  erected 
are  as  follows  : — 


Year 

Houses 

192 1 

• . • 

102 

1922 

77 

1923 

... 

30 

1924 

47 

I925 

... 

105 

Total 

... 

361 

Considerable  attention  has  been  devoted  by  the  Inspectors 
during  the  last  five  years  to  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  the 
houses  in  the  district 

2,017  house-to-house  inspections  were  made  These  inspec- 
tions were  quite  apait  from  the  ordinary  inspection  of  houses  for 
the  abatement  of  nuisances,  etc. 

During  the  years  1921-25.  the  number  of  new  flushing  tanks 
provided  in  W.C.’s  was  241.  Flushing  tanks  repaired,  514.  Three 
privies  were  converted  into  water  closets. 


Slaughterhouses 

There  are  three  licensed  Slaughterhouses  in  the  area.  1 he 
three  are  situated  in  the  Sirhovvy  Valley  portion  of  your  district. 

All  the  Slaughterhouses  have  been  visited,  and  premises  and 
slaughtered  animals  regularly  inspected  by  Mr  Dan  Powell,  your 
Inspector  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  Inspectors’  list,  which  is  appended, 
that  a few  carcases  were  condemned  on  account  of  tuberculosis. 

The  provision  of  a Public  Abbatoir  is  urgently  needed.  1 he 
inspection  of  meat  could  be  carried  out  in  a more  efficient  manner 
in  a public  abbatoir,  because  the  meat  would  be  killed  in  one 
place,  instead  of  being  slaughtered  in  a few  private  slaughter- 
houses. It  would  give  greater  facilities  than  now  possessed  for 
meat  inspection. 

Food  Inspection 

Inspection  of  all  kinds  of  food  exposed  for  sale  in  meat,  tish, 
fruit  and  other  shops  have  been  1 egularly  carried  out  by  the  Sani- 
tary Inspector,  who  is  the  Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  foods. 

I'he  premises  in  which  food  is  stored  or  prepared  for  sale 
have  also  received  attention,  and  are  inspected  at  least  once  a 
month,  and  as  occasion  requires. 

I'he  tradespeople  on  the  whole  co-operate  well,  and  now  seek 
the  opinion  of  the  depaitment  when  food  appears  to  be  diseased, 
unsound  or  unwholesome. 

During  the  year,  proceedings  were  instituted  against  two 
persons  lor  exposing  for  sale  unsound  whiuberries.  1 he  cases 
were  heard  at  the  Blackwood  Petty  Sessional  Court,  and  the 
Magistrates  convicted  in  both  cases. 


Approximate 

weight 

of  diseased, 

unsound  or 

unwholsome 

food  destroyed  by 

consent 

of  the 

owner 

or  by 

Magistrates  Order, 

in  each  year  since 
Year 

1 9 1 9- 

Tons 

Cwts 

FOOD 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Ozs 

1919 

. . • 

1 

15 

5 

6 

0 

1920 

... 

1 

1 

3 

0 

0 

192  r 

4 

10 

2 

21 

9 

1922 

2 

18 

1 

6 

0 

1923 

... 

3 

8 

1 

10 

0 

1924 

3 

6 

0 

0 

4 

J 925 

6 

0 

0 

0 

01 

Destruction  of  Unsound  Food 

All  food,  with  the  exception  of  tinned  goods,  are  dest' oyed 
at  the  Refuse  Destructor,  Cwmsyfiog,  New  Tredegar. 

Tinned  goods,  after  being  emptied,  are  buried. 
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Public  health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924 

These  Regulations,  which  came  into  force  on  ist  April,  1925, 
aie  designed  to  give  effect  to  certain  recommendations  of  the 
Departmental  Committee  on  Meat  Inspection. 

Part  2 of  the  Regulations  contain  provisions  for  the  regu- 
lation of  slaughterhouses  and  slaughtering,  and  in  particular  for 
requiring  notices  of  slaughtering,  and  of  evidence  of  disease  to  be 
given  to  the  appropriate  officer  of  the  Local  Authority. 

A person  may  not  slaughter  an  animal  for  sale  for  human 
consumption,  either  in  a slaughterhouse  or  elsewhere,  unless  he 
has  given  the  Local  Authority  at  least  three  hours’  notice  of  the 
day,  time  and  place  of  the  proposed  slaughtering. 

Notice  must  also  be  given  to  the  Local  Authority  if  it  appears 
that  any  part  of  the  carcase  or  internal  organs  of  an  animal 
slaughtered  for  sale  for  human  consumption  “ is  or  may  be  ” 
diseased  or  unsound. 

Meat  marking  is  dealt  with  under  Part  3 of  the  Regulations. 
The  Minister  cf  Health  is  empowered  to  authorise  a Local 
Authority  adopt  a distinctive  mark  foi  placing  on  carcases  which 
have  been  inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughter  and  found  tree  from 
disease  and  fit  for  human  consumption.  Belore  giving  the 
necessary  authority,  the  Minister  requires  to  be  satisfied  that  the 
Local  Authority  have  an  adequate  and  competent  staff  of  Inspec- 
tors. and  that  the  criteria  laid  down  in  the  Ministry’s  Memorandum 
of  March,  1922,  on  Meat  Inspection  are  adopted. 

The  Bedwellty  Council  were  one  of  the  first  Councils  in 
Monmouthshire  to  have  the  mark  approved  of  by  the  Ministry, 
but  it  is  to  be  deplored  that  the  butchers  of  the  area  are  not 
taking  advantage  of  the  system.  By  the  marking  system,  the 
public  would  he  assuied  that  the  meat  lias  been  inspected  and 
passed  as  fit  for  human  consumption  by  a competent  person. 

Parts  4.  5 and  6 of  the  Regulations  contain  provisions  for 
the  protection  of  me  it  against  contamination  by  dirt,  &c.  These 
provisions  are  framed  with  a view  to  preventing  objectionable 
practices  in  the  handling,  storage  and  transport  of  meat.  1 here 
are,  huwever,  some  practices  which  do  not  lend  themselves  to 
control  by  regulations,  and  in  regard  to  which  improvement  can 
only  be  effected  bv  the  force  of  public  opinion  and  the  refusal 
of  the  public  to  buv  their  meat  where  such  conditions  exist. 
An  instance  of  this  is  the  common  practice  of  handling  meat 
before  purchase.  It  is,  therefore,  suggested  that  meat  vendors 
should  be  asked  to  exhibit  notices  urging  customers  not  to  handle 
meat  before  purchase. 


Notices  of  slaughter,  &c.,  should  be  sent  to  Mr  Dan  Powell, 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  the  officer  appointed  under  the 
Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations. 

During  the  year,  the  Inspector  addressed  Meetings  of  the 
Local  Butchers  and  Bedwellty  Farmers  Union  on  the  Regula- 
tions. 


Rat  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919 

Special  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  whole  of  the  rat  in- 
fested property  of  which  the  Council  are  the  “ occupiers  ” 
during  the  last  twelve  months.  I am  pleased  to  report  that,  bv 
systematically  baiting  these  centres,  there  is  a great  diminution  of 
the  pest.  1'here  are,  of  course,  various  contributing  factors  which 
account  for  the  presence  of  rodents,  such  as  slaughterhouses, 
grain  and  provision  stores,  and  dilapidated  property.  The  legal 
responsibility  for  clearing  rats  and  mice  from  private  property 
rests  upon  the  “ occupiers”  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

The  Authorities  adjoining  the  district  are  actively  engaged 
in  suppressing  the  rodents,  and  it  is  imperative  that  the  Bed- 
wellty Council  should  continue  having  their  at  eas  baited  simul- 
taneously, for  the  rat  population  is  the  largest  co-operative  body 
in  the  world. 

The  Council  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  their  live  interest 
m this  matter  and  appreciation  of  this  important  phase  of  public 
health. 

The  whole  of  the  area  was  baited  four  times  during  the 
past  year  by  the  Countv  Rat  Destruction  Officer  (Mr  Dalton)  in 
co  operation  with  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Appended  are  the  vital  statistics,  together  with  the  report  of 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

1 am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  REES  ROBERTS,  M B., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  1. -VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WH  JLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1925  AND  PREVIOUS  PERIODS 
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Diseases 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Tuberculosis 

Erysipelas 

Chicken  Pox 

Puerperal  Fever 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

tinteric  Fever 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Totals 

TABLE  3.  CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  OF  DEATH  DUF2BNG 

THE  YEAR  1925 


Causes  of  Death 


-Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Influenza 
Scarlet  Fever 
Tubercuiosisof  Respira- 
tory System 
Other  Tubercular 

Diseases 
Cerebral  Haemorrage... 
Heart  Disease 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 
Duodenum 
Acute  and  Chronic 

Nephritis 
Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  Pre- 
mature Birth 
Suicide 

Other  Deaths  from 
Violence 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Causes  Ill-defined 


Totals 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoining  ages  of  “Residents,” 
whether  occuring  within  or  without 
the  District 

All  Ages 

Under  I 
year 

I and 
under  2 

2 and 
under  3 

3 and 
under  4 

4 and 
under  5 

5 and 
under  1 5 

15  and 
under  25 

25  and 
under  45 

45  and 
under  65 

65  and 
upwards 

8 

1 

5 

I 

1 

7 

1 

2 

I 

1 

2 

. * . 

6 

1 

1 

I 

3 

24 

... 

1 

1 

3 

4 

3 
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4 

2 

... 
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8 

... 

3 

3 
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... 

7 

5 

2 

t 

I 

25 

... 

1 

i 
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5 

13 

31 

10 

3 

3 

5 

5 

5 

35 

12 

3 

1 

3 

4 

9 

1 

2 

10 

3 

... 

1 

4 

2 

8 

... 

2 

5 

I 

27 

27 

... 

5 

2 

r 

I 

123 

30 

5 

2 

2 

2 

5 

6 

13 

23 

35 

21 

4 

2 

2 

7 

6 

348 

t! 

82 

22 

7 

10 

6 

T9 

26 

52 

60 

64 

Table  4.  - inlanils  ftljrtality  — Nett  Deaths  fr*tm  stated 
causes  at  various  ages  und9r*  1 years  of  age 


(D 

03 

c r 
0 

03 

C/3 

03 

o> 

C/3 

0/ 

03 

C/3 

T3  c/3 

£ "5 

TS  a 
C _r: 

C/3 

~c  — 
rs  S 

u 

13 

Causes  of  Death 

* 

> 

C/3  C 

•5 

c/3  C 

£ 0 

Cl 

3 

3 

U 

<n 

- 

3 u 

— u 

, *— 

03 

v 03 

O 13 

0 (U 

O 13 

a 

M 

CT, 

> s_/ 

^ c 

Si 

3 ~ 
- 3 

si 

0 >> 

T 3 

rO  3 

0 s 

O - 

t-H 

Whooping  Cough  ... 
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Convulsions 
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3 

3 

2 

12 

Bronchitis 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10 

5 

is 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

1 

2 

Premature  Birth  ... 

17 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18 

Debility  or  Marasmus 

1 

— 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Other  Causes 

2 

8 

— 

1 

2 

6 

3 

6 

28 

Totals 

21 

i r 

1 

2 

4 

II 

17 

15 

82 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspeator’s  Report 


Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Aberbargoed, 

March  24th,  1926. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Bedwellty  Urban  District  Council 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  December,  T 925 

Below  are  particulars  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Department 
during  the  year  • — 


Notices  served— 

Informal 

404 

Statutory 

99 

Inspections  made 

5267 

In  connection  with  the  sanitary  inspection  of  dwelling  houses, 
certain  sanitary  defects  were  remedied,  details  of  which  are  given 


below  : — 

Backyards  paved  and  repaired  ...  86 

Dirty  houses  cleansed 

Drains  opened  an  l cleansed  ••  51 

Drains  connected  to  sewers  • 3 

New  drains  provided  * •••  6 

Drains  examined  and  tested  32 

Defective  drains  repaired  •••  r5 

Defective  W C.s  put  in  order  (joints, 

etc.)  ^7 

New  flushing  tanks  in  W.C.s  ...  55 

Flushing  tanks  repaired  I2& 

Vent  shafts  repaired  ••  •••  Ir 

Dilapidated  W.C.s  repaired  ...  24 

Houses  repaired  (external)  ...  182 

Do  (internal)  288 

New  pans  in  W.C.s  •••  55 

Eavesgutters  provided  and  repaired...  209 
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Overcrowding  abated 

9 

Cesspools  cleansed 

3 

Heaps  of  refuse  removed 

26 

Main,  pantry  and  W.C.  roofs  repaired 

329 

New  W.C.s  provided 

3 

Fowl  cot  nuisances  abated 

28 

Miscellaneous  Inspections — 

Pigstyes  inspected 

92 

Do  condemned  ... 

5 

Notices  served 

24 

Notices  complied  with 

21 

Fried  Fish  Shops — 

Inspections 

30 

Notices  served 

2 

Notices  complied  with 

2 

Ice  Cream  Shops — 

Inspections 

18 

Notices  served 

1 

Notices  complied  with 

r 

Cinemas — 

Number  in  area 

7 

Inspections  made 

68 

Notices  served 

r 

Notices  complied  with 

r 

A definite  standard  of  sanitary  fitness  is  urgently  required  for 

these  places  of  amusement. 

Provision  and  Butcher  Shops— 

Number  in  Area 

ro2 

Inspections 

916 

Notices  served 

2 

Notices  complied  Ninth 

2 

Tents,  Sheds  and  Vans  — 

Inspections 

42 

Notices  served 

8 

Notices  complied  with 

4 

Police  court  proceedings  were  taken  in  two  cases  to  provide  a 

sufficient!  water  supply  and  sanitary  accommodation. 

The  Ma-'is' rates 

made  an  order  in  both  cases 

23 

Common  Lodging  Houses  — 

Common  Lodging  Houses  on  Register  ...  4 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  30 

Notices  served  ...  ...  r 

Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  1 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops— 

Number  of  Cowsheds  on  Register  ...  46 

Do  Retail  Purveyors  on  Register  104 

Do  Wholesale  Purveyors  do  15 

Inspections  of  Cowsheds  ...  92 

Do  Milkshops  ...  36 

Notices  served  ...  ...  4 

Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  4 


Much  attention  has  been  paid  to  improve  the  Sanitation  generally 
and  the  remedying  of  defects  in  Cowsheds.  In  a good  many  instances 
improvements  have  been  brought  about. 

Circulars  were  sent  out  during  the  year,  calling  the  attention  of 
purveyors  of  milk  and  persons  selling  milk  to  the  unsatisfactory  state  in 
which  they  kept  their  carts  and  milk  vessels. 

No  milk  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Acts 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  above  Acts  ...  283 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
above  Acts  for  the  five  year  1921-1925  are  given  below: — 


Year 

Number  of 

dwelling  houses  inspected 

1921 

426 

1922 

322 

1923 

466 

1924 

520 

1925 

to 

oc 

Total  ...  2017 

General  character  of  defects  found  in  houses  inspected: — Defective 
drainage,  dampness,  troughing  required,  dilapidated  ceilings,  roofs  and 
floors,  &c. 

During  inspection  a large  number  of  overcrowding  cases  were 
discovered. 


24 


To  obviate  this  state  of  affairs,  it  is  necessary  that  a considerable 
number  of  houses  should  be  erected  in  the  area. 

Increase  of  Rent  and  Mortgage  Interest  (Restriction) 

Act,  1920 

Number  of  Applications  for  Certificates  under  the  Act  ...  7 

Number  of  Certificates  granted  ..  •••  7 

Infectious  Diseases 

Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  ...  270 

Do  Patients  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital  (scarlet 

fever,  diphtheria  and  enteric  fever!  ...  Il6 

Do  houses  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases  ...  130 

All  cases  were  visited  and  instructions  given  also  precautionary 
notices  The  bedding,  clothes,  etc.,  at  the  Hospital  were  d'sinfected  in 
the  Steam  Disinfector  when  necessary. 

The  disinfection  of  Schools,  when  necessary,  were  carried  out  by 
Mr  W R Thorn  the  Connty  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Isolation  Hospital 

The  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  in  constant  use  during  the  year. 
Number  of  patients  treated  there  are  as  follows  : — 


Diphtheria  83 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  32 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ,r 

Total  ...  T T 6 


The  walls  of  the  dis:nrecting  chamber  have  been  rebuilt. 

The  grounds  at  the  Hospital  are  kept  in  excellent  order,  and  great 
credit  is  due  to  the  Caretaker  for  the  interest  he  has  taken  in  the  outside 
appearance  of  the  Hospital. 


Water 

Number  of  Samo'es  taken  ...  ...  2 

The  samples  were  taken  from  Hollv  Bush  and  Pengam  respective! 


Factories  and  Workshops 

Number  of  Workshons,  including  Bakeries  on  register  ...  07 

Number  registered  during  the  year  ..  ...  Q 

Inspection  of  Bakeries  ...  ...  29 

Inspection  of  Workshops  ...  . 02 

Notices  served  to  limewash  premises  ...  ...  2 

Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  2 
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These  registered  premises  are  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition 
and  whenever  cleansing  was  necessary  and  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
occupiers,  it  was  promptly  attended  to.  It  was  only  necessary  to  serve 
two  notices  during  the  year.  With  regard  to  the  complaints  received 
from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  with  reference  to  certain  nuisances 
discovered  by  him  in  the  course  of  his  inspection,  these  were  immedi- 
ately inquired  into  and  the  nuisances  abated. 

Slaughterhouses 

Number  of  Slaughterhouses  on  register  ...  3 

Do  Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  ...  261 

As  reported  in  previous  reports,  the  provision  of  a Public  Abattoir 
is  urgently  needed.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  every  endeavour  will  be  made 
in  the  near  future  to  erect  a Public  Abattoir  in  order  to  facilitate  meat 
inspection. 


Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924 

The  Public  Health  (Meat!  Regulations,  1924,  came  into  force 
throughout  England  and  Wales  on  the  1st  April,  1 925 

These  Regulations  are  based  on  the  recommendations  of  the  De- 
partmental Committee  on  Meat  Inspection,  and  are  designed  to  secure 
more  adequate  inspection  of  animals  slaughtered  in  this  country,  and 
improvement  in  the  handling,  transport  and  distribution  of  meat. 

Under  Part  3 of  the  Regulations,  the  Minister  of  Health  has  power 
to  authorise  a Local  Authority  to  a dopt  a distinctive  mark  for  placing  on 
carcases  which  have  been  inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughter,  and  found  to 
be  free  from  disease  and  fit  for  human  consumption,  and  to  approve  the 
mark  so  adopted.  The  Minister  has  approved  of  the  mark  adopted  by 
you  as  a Council,  but  I am  sorry  to  report  that  the  butchers  in  the  area 
have  not  taken  advantage  of  the  marking  system. 

Number  of  Notices  received  from  April  r st  to  Dec.  31st,  rg25  I TO 


Do 

do 

Regular  Slaughterers 

A 

Do 

do 

Cottagers  or  Farmers  ... 

35 

Do 

do 

Irregular  Slaughterers  ... 

7 1 

The  approximate  number  of  animals  killed  in  the  district  for 
human  consumption  and  inspected  were  as  follows  : - 

214  Beasts 
480  Pigs 

1152  Sheep  and  Lambs 
63  Calves 
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Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

The  work  of  meat  and  food  inspection  assumes  more  and  more 
importance,  and  Involves  a considerable  amount  of  time.  There  are  3 
registered  slaughterhouses  and  102  provision  and  meat  shops  in  the  area. 
These  places  are  regularly  inspected.  No  less  than  1 177 ; visits  were 
made  during  the  year.  Police  court  procee  lings  were  taken  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts  against  two  persons  for  exposing  for  sale  1256  lbs.  of 
whinberries  at  Blackwood  Market.  Convictions  were  obtained  in  both 
cases. 

UNSOUND  FOODS 

The  following  articles  of  food  were  destroyed  as  be. ng  unfit  for 
human  consumption  : — 


Home  Killed  Meat 


Beef  (Tubercular),  Two  Carcases 

tcio  lbs 

Beef  (Piece) 

97  lbs 

Mutton  (Three  Carcases) 

140  lbs 

Pork 

154  lbs 

Veal 

30  lbs 

Offal 

4 77  lt>s 

Total  English  Meat 

1908  lbs 

Chilled  and  Frozen  Meat 


Beef  ...  • ...  594  lbs 


Aliscellaneous 

Sausage 

14  lbs 

Eggs  (144) 

18  lbs 

Margarine 

12  lbs 

Whinberries 

1266  lbs 

Cheese 

16  lbs 

Potatoes 

. . 5600  lss 

Corned  Pork 

10  lbs 

— 

Bacon  and  Ham  ... 

195  lbs 

7465 

Corned  Beef 

334  >bs 

Bottles  and  Pots  of  Foodstuffs 


Number 

Jam 

3 

Pickles 

18 

Sauce 

3 

Fruit 

t 

25 


*/ 


Tinned  Goods 


Tins 

Tins 

Tomatoes 

775 

Paste 

3 

Milk 

383 

Lobster 

2 

Salmon 

54 

Cream 

3 

Sardines 

26 

Mixed  Fruits 

334 

Herrings 

62 

Chutney 

2 

Tongue 

18 

Soups 

12 

1681 

Salads 

7 

Total  weight 

. ...  6 Tons 

For  the  five  years  1921 — 1925,  the  total  of  weight  of  unsound  food 
destroyed  was  : — 20  Tons,  3 cwts.,  1 qr.,  9 lbs.,  4 ozs. 

All  foodstuffs,  with  the  exception  of  tinned  goods,  were  burnt  in 
the  Cwmsifiog  Destructor. 

As  reported  in  previous  reports,  it  would  be  a decided  advantage 
if  a refuse  destructor  was  constructed  in  the  Sirhowy  Valley  portion  of 
the  area. 


Rats  and  Mice  Act 

In  accordance  with  the  Council’s  instructions,  100,000  baits  were 
laid  by  the  County  Rat  Destructor  Supervisor,  on  and  around  the 
Council’s  property,  in  March,  June,  Septe  uber  and  December  last,  and 
I am  pleased  to  report  a decided  improvement  regarding  the  presence 
of  rats,  particularly  at  the  tips. 

The  few  complaints  I received  from  shopkeepers  and  private 
householders  were  promptly  dealt  with  by  Mr  Dalton,  the  Rat  Destruc- 
tion Officer. 

I have  worked  in  close  co-operation  with  Mr  Dalton,  and  it  is 
quite  clear  that,  so  long  as  we  have  the  dumps  to  contend  with,  which 
we  cannot  unfortunately  do  away  with  at  present,  we  shall  have  to  con- 
tinue our  labours. 

I am,  Gentleman, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


DAN  POWELL. 


I 


/ 


i 


\ 


